Sector Challenges

Access to reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy services is essential to improving livelihoods and
quality of life (QoL). A well-established energy system helps support positive growth for small and grow-
ing businesses across all sectors including agriculture, education, health, information services, as well as

improve QoL at the household level. Conversely, lack of connection to a grid or other means of reliable
energy hampers equitable economic and social development, especially the growth of small and medi-
um-sized businesses. The formal provision of grid electricity, to and within urban slums, remote tribal
settlements, as well as rural agricultural communities, encounters significant challenges. Even when
villages are electrified, the quantity, quality, and reliability of the energy supply are often inadequate,
and rarely achieve universal access. Hybrid and renewable forms of energy have a significant potential to
address the challenges around energy accessibility, but relatively high upfront equipment costs com-
bined with lack of ability to secure financing often impedes local entrepreneurs from obtaining the
technology they need to provide their communities with basic services.
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milk chillers, lighting, and
village-level water services.




